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THE SKY IS NOT FALLING

HON. ERNEST J. ISTOOK, JR.
OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 1995

Mr. ISTOOK. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
commend my follow Oklahoman, Paul Harvey,
for correctly pointing out that the theory of
global warming is not supported by the facts.
The scare mongers would have us shut down
our domestic energy production based upon
falsehoods. The scare mongers are receiving
grants from taxpayers to attack taxpayers’ live-
lihoods. I thank Paul for letting America know
the truth.

[From the Climatology, Oct. 17, 1995]
THE SKY IS NOT FALLING

Many scholars and institutions secure
grant money for research by scaring people—
by producing bad news about population,
about resources, about environment.

One recent-years bogey has been the claim
by some academics that ‘‘the sky is falling.’’

Specifically, these scaremongers argue
that our use of fossil fuels is figuratively
burning a hole in the sky, letter in too much
sun, threatening global warming.

This year’s Nobel Prize was awarded to
three disciples of that theory—that chemical
actions are breaking down atmospheric
ozone.

Robert Balling, Junior is director of the
Office of Climatology at Arizona State Uni-
versity.

He says those peddling this pessimistic
prognosis are false—alarmists.

And, he notes, the New York Times is
parroting this apocalyptic view of the future,
giving its front page to the theory of plan-
etary temperature increases over the past 40
years, retreating glaciers, increasing sea lev-
els and the increase in both drought and
heavy rain.

In rebuttal this climatologist responds
with satellite measurements. Rather than
global warming, this most accurate of all
ways of measuring the Earth’s temperature
shows a slight ‘‘global cooling’’ since 1979.

The Arctic area, where most warming
should be expected, has warmed not at all
over the past sixteen years according to our
satellite observations. According to the
measurement of standard weather stations
there has been no measurable warming over
the past 50 years.

And, says, this climatologist, while some
glaciers have retreated—others have ad-
vanced—including large ice sheets in Antarc-
tica and Greenland.

Organizations within the United Nations,
anticipating the inevitability of budget cuts,
are desperately seeking to justify their ex-
istence.

The United Nations Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (PCC) is composed
of 2,500 scientists around the world.

Its recent book-length report, clearly la-
beled, ‘‘FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY. DO
NOT DISTRIBUTE’’ . . . was nonetheless
distributed.

It was intended to be circulated among
contributors for their further evaluation and
further contributions.

Instead it was ‘‘leaked’’ to media people
who focused on the summary section and
sounded an alarm which has embarrassed
many of the scientists who contributed to
the study.

There is just enough ‘‘Chicken Little’’ in
all of us so that the tabloids with the most
gross headlines are the ones which sell best.

I promise, before the sky falls, to let you
know.

OUR TROOPS IN BOSNIA

HON. NICK SMITH
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 1995

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I
question the President’s decision to send
20,000 American ground troops to Bosnia.
With the additional military personnel the
President has committed to the Balkans, our
total presence will be over 30,000 men and
women.

I believe that, as Americans, we best serve
our Nation’s foreign policy interests when we
present a single, unified voice. The President,
however, hasn’t yet presented a compelling
case for American combat troops.

I am willing to listen to the President, and
will base my decision on the following criteria:
Is the deployment of troops in our national in-
terest? Are the mission’s objectives clearly de-
fined and obtainable? Can the mission be ac-
complished and finalized within a reasonable
time period?

I will evaluate all the facts and, in consulta-
tion with the Defense Department and other
military experts, reach a decision at the appro-
priate time.

f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2126,
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 1996

SPEECH OF

HON. NANCY PELOSI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 16, 1995

Ms. PELOSI. I rise to oppose the con-
ference report for H.R. 2126, Department of
Defense appropriations for fiscal year 1996.
On September 29, this House defeated the
DOD conference report by a vote of 151 to
267. Since that vote, there have been only
minor changes to the contents of this con-
ference report and it should be rejected.

Like the first conference agreement, this
conference agreement appropriates a total of
$243.4 billion for defense programs—nearly
$7 billion more that the administration’s re-
quest. When combined with the defense-relat-
ed provisions of other appropriations bills, this
Congress will have appropriated nearly $265
billion for defense-related programs during this
fiscal year.

My colleagues, these enormous expendi-
tures represent a much greater threat to the
security of this country than the former Soviet
Union ever did. In order to fund unnecessary
weapons systems like the B–2 and the
Seawolf submarine, we have slashed funding
for health care insurance programs, decent
and affordable housing, and many higher edu-
cation opportunities for young Americans.

We should support a level of defense
spending necessary to meet our legitimate se-
curity needs. We should not support a con-
ference agreement that is filled with corporate
pork and wasteful expenditures. Vote ‘‘no’’ on
this conference report.

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S WISH
WEEK

HON. WILLIAM J. MARTINI
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 1995

Mr. MARTINI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor and recognition of International Chil-
dren’s Wish Week: November 26 to December
2, 1995.

This special week recognizes the courage of
terminally ill children who while facing horrible,
debilitating diseases manage to remain strong,
and the organization that aims to keep their
hopes up. Their high spirits send a message
of joy and hope to be emulated and cele-
brated by us all.

Devoting this 1 week to victims of terminal
medical diseases, Children’s Wish Foundation
International, an outstanding organization
committed to fulfilling the dreams of terminally
ill children, invites volunteers to support these
wonderful children and their families.

The Children’s Wish Foundation Inter-
national is a non-profit service organization
that brings happiness, comfort, and warmth to
children and their families whose most lucid
memories involve hospitals, doctors, and a
sterile environment. To alleviate their pain, the
foundation strives to fulfill a child’s wish. The
only payment received by the foundation is
witnessing the joy that they have brought to a
child and their family.

Thousands of wishes have come true all
over the United States and throughout the
world. Celebrities and professionals of all
types volunteer their time and money to make
wishes into realities. The joy that is generated
fills the hearts of everyone involved, from the
child and their family to the member of the
Children’s Wish Foundation who made the
wish come true.

To the Children’s Wish Foundation Inter-
national and International Children’s Wish
Week, I would like to extend my sincerest ad-
miration and gratitude. The special services
you provide and your ceaseless generosity are
models for us all.
f

A TRIBUTE TO BROTHER BOOKER
T. ASHE

HON. THOMAS M. BARRETT
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 1995

Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I
pay tribute today to the outstanding accom-
plishments of one of Milwaukee’s most be-
loved citizens. As Brother Booker T. Ashe
steps down from his duties at the House of
Peace in Milwaukee, I would like to take a mo-
ment to reflect on his remarkable contributions
to our city and our country.

Brother Booker as he is fondly known has
dedicated his entire life to the cause of helping
others. For 28 years, Brother Booker has been
an unfailing presence in our community. In
1967, he founded Milwaukee’s House of
Peace, one of the Nation’s most successful
nonprofit institutions created from a central city
storefront with one mission: to provide help for
those in need. Brother Booker has always
been there. Whether he is providing food to
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strangers in the middle of the night, counsel-
ing youth about the vital importance of edu-
cation, or helping adults to read and write,
Brother Booker’s every act has been selfless
and charitable.

Brother Booker has long been a voice of
conscience in Milwaukee. When he speaks,
people literally hang on to his words and stop
in their tracks. Aside from his personal con-
tributions to the community, Brother Booker
has been instrumental in convincing others to
provide financial backing for scores of commu-
nity development projects which have
strengthened our neighborhoods. The Milwau-
kee Journal-Sentinel put it best when it re-
cently wrote, ‘‘Ashe is a man with an extraor-
dinary social conscience . . . this champion of
the poor has as much compassion as Job had
patience.’’

Milwaukee has been truly blessed by his
presence in our community. We know that no
one can fill Brother Booker’s shoes. Fortu-
nately, he has inspired a countless number of
people in our community to continue his good
works and uphold his principles. Indeed,
Brother Booker will remain a spiritual force in
Milwaukee well into the next century. Despite
his retirement, his work will be carried on by
the thousands whose lives he has touched.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to Brother Booker T. Ashe. I
join with the city of Milwaukee in praising this
outstanding individual and friend to all, and
wish him health and happiness in his retire-
ment.
f

DON’T HURT VETERANS

HON. SAM FARR
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 1995
Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, on

Wednesday, November 29, the House of Rep-
resentatives voted to return the VA–HUD ap-
propriations bill to conference. By doing so,
Congress recognized that the bill was unfair
legislation which neglected the needs of our
Nation’s veterans and military retirees.

The bill underfunded many important veter-
ans programs. It eliminated educational help
for those willing to work at VA facilities. It cut
money for construction, modernization, and
improvement of VA facilities. It reduced fund-
ing for VA programs by over $40 million from
last year.

But above all, the VA–HUD bill provided in-
sufficient funding for veterans medical care—
$400 million less than the President re-
quested. In my district, tens of thousands of
veterans and military retirees rely on VA medi-
cal programs. The cuts in the bill would have
threatened the quality care they depend on.

I joined the 217 other Members—Democrats
and Republicans—to recommit the VA-HUD
bill in order to fix this serious flaw. Our motion
to recommit specifically requested that $213
million be restored to veterans’ health care
programs. Without this additional funding, the
bill would have forced our veterans and mili-
tary retirees to make an extra and unfair sac-
rifice in the name of deficit reduction.

Veterans and military retirees are willing to
take their fair share of spending cuts in order
to eliminate the deficit. But they do not de-
serve burdensome cuts which unfairly target
them.

Our bipartisan vote yesterday will go a long
way toward making the bill better, one that
treats all our Nation’s veterans and retirees
fairly.
f

QUESTIONS CONCERNING TROOPS
IN BOSNIA REMAIN

HON. DOUG BEREUTER
OF NEBRASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 1995

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
commends to his colleagues an editorial which
appeared in the Omaha World-Herald on No-
vember 29, 1995.
SPEECH DIDN’T BUILD CONFIDENCE; QUESTIONS

ABOUT BOSNIA REMAIN

People who looked for a specific, con-
fidence-building explanation for sending
American troops to Bosnia were entitled to
be disappointed with President Clinton’s
speech Monday night.

Clinton addressed the nation to seek sup-
port for his proposal to send 20,000 troops
into an arena where political, ethnic and re-
ligious factions have been waging war for
centuries. He said 20,000 troops are needed to
help NATO enforce the peace agreement ne-
gotiated at Dayton, Ohio, by the presidents
of Bosnia, Serbia and Croatia.

The president was unconvincing even on
the central question of why the national in-
terest requires placing American men and
women on the ground in the middle of this
ancient conflict. (The U.S. Air Force and
Navy already are heavily involved.)

Yes, as he said, America has ideals. Yes, it
has fought in Europe twice before to ‘‘tri-
umph over tyranny.’’ Yes, it has certain
international responsibilities that come with
being the world’s most powerful nation. And
certainly the suffering of innocent civilians
in Bosnia-Herzegovina has touched hearts
around the world.

But a recitation of those facts doesn’t con-
stitute a reasoned argument for putting
American ground troops in extreme peril.
This isn’t World War I, when America came
to the aid of Western democracies to prevent
their being crushed by imperial powers. Nei-
ther is it World War II, when America en-
tered and ultimately led the great struggle
to prevent the Nazis and fascists from en-
slaving a good part of the world.

The conflict in the Balkans is a regional
problem. No one has demonstrated that it is
a threat to Western civilization in general or
to America’s national interests.

The president said, ‘‘We’re all vulnerable
to the organized forces of intolerance and de-
struction, terrorism, ethnic, religious and re-
gional rivalries, the spread of organized
crime and weapons on mass destruction and
drug trafficking. Just as surely as fascism
and communism, these forces also threaten
freedom and democracy, peace and prosper-
ity. And they, too, demand American leader-
ship.’’

Few would question the world’s vulner-
ability to those forces. But what does any of
that have to do with sending U.S. troops to
Bosnia? If these ‘‘organized forces’’ are the
primary reason for committing troops, why
doesn’t the United States have an infantry
division in Rwanda, in Northern Ireland, in
India, in Pakistan?

Clinton said the Americans would fight
back if attacked. ‘‘We will fight fire with
fire, and then some,’’ he said. Clinton said
the mission would take about a year.

How does anybody know that? As * * *
noted, animosities have been known to lie

dormant in the Balkans for years, then
break out in bitter, bloody warfare. What
guarantee does Clinton have that fighting
wouldn’t resume as soon as the Americans
left?

What assurances does he offer that the
mission won’t go on indefinitely? How could
anybody be sure that the fighting wouldn’t
escalate if American troops were attacked
and forced to defend themselves?

In promising that the troops would help re-
store normal life for the people of Bosnia,
Clinton made it sound as though the people
of Bosnia were one society. They are badly
divided, however. What Clinton didn’t say is
that the peace treaty, to accommodate the
fact that the factions detest each other deep-
ly, provides for the partition of the country
into a Bosnian-Serb sector and a Muslim-
Croat sector. * * *

f

TRIBUTE TO ELLEN JEPSON

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 1995

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the truly remarkable life and accom-
plishments of a constituent in my district, Mrs.
Ellen Jepson, of Imperial, CA. Mrs. Jepson re-
cently passed away in La Jolla, CA, after sur-
gery at a local hospital. A mother of three and
grandmother of six, Ellen can best be de-
scribed as an extraordinary woman who never
missed an opportunity to give of herself.

A native of Oklahoma, Ellen devoted much
of her time and energy as a volunteer for var-
ious senior citizen organizations in the Impe-
rial Valley. Her reputation as a considerate
and caring human being was well known
throughout the communities of the Valley.
Ellen’s desire to help others was an overriding
concern that occupied her life until her final
days.

One of Ellen’s previous responsibilities in-
cluded directing the senior information and re-
ferral service for the Salvation Army. During a
period in her life when many people would
have been content simply pursuing leisurely
activities, Ellen opted to make assisting others
her passion. Regularly acknowledged for her
outstanding conduct, Mrs. Jepson was hon-
ored by numerous local organizations and
three California Governors for her selfless
work.

Most recently, Ellen served as the volunteer
director of senior emergency services for the
United Way of Imperial County. She tirelessly
assisted seniors in a variety of ways: arrang-
ing for transportation to medical appointments,
filling out paperwork, and providing help with
utility bills and medication payments. More-
over, as a member of the advisory board to
the Agency on Aging, Ellen was able to further
assist seniors by providing Government offi-
cials with the input necessary to formulate pol-
icy for the region’s aged population.

Mr. Speaker, in an age where our own per-
sonal needs and requirements seem to mo-
nopolize our priorities, I feel people like Mrs.
Ellen Jepson should be recognized as heroes.
I believe that perhaps we should all take note
of Ellen’s productive and esteemed life and
modify our own accordingly. Too often, our
lives are filled with news and accounts that
revolve around the negative; Ellen was a posi-
tive assurance that this Nation is made up of
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